
Giuseppe Palumbo: A Life Sculpted
Sculptor, serial builder, developer, furniture designer, 
philanthropist and explorer.

“Palumbo shares with Rodin the ability to capture the strength, 
the character, and the uniqueness of men and beast, giving them 
divine vitality, as the breath of the Creator would, beyond mere 
grace and form" Luis Nazar, serious Palumbo collector.

Giuseppe  sculpts and lives on a fifty five foot sailboat he converted into his studio and home in Sausalito California. At other times 
you will find him working Colorado at the non-profit art center he created from  a Volvo repair shop using salvaged materials. His 
work is reflected in his surroundings. On his boat, 
across from San Francisco, it takes on a fluid or 
oceanic character. His studio in CO is at the 
entrance to Eldorado Canyon State Park which is 
legendary for it’s world class climbing. From the 
studio one can observe rock climbers on the 
towering walls. Here many of the monumental 
pieces are sculpted.

One can see in his work the influence of Alberto 
Giacometti, Francisco Zuniga and Barry 
Flanagan. Along with Flanagan’s work, 
Palumbo’s whimsical pieces have "subversive 
irreverence." They  are spirited through the use 
of abstract and overt metaphor. Palumbo’s 
intention is to show that humor and intelligence 
are not incompatible in art.  Other sculptures are 
modern day interpretations of mythology.
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"The fact that Giuseppe was one of the 
artists represented by the I.Wolk Gallery 
was one of the main reasons I decided to 
acquire the gallery in 2009. What I did 
not know is how much we would enjoy 
working with him as well!  He continues 
to be one of the most collected artists 
that we represent." 
Michael Polenske Chairman/Creative 
Director Bespoke Collection

He taps the 
palpable force of 
imagination, 
playfulness and 
sacred geometry.  
He shared with me his 
observation, “Great art and 
architecture have a tangible 
energy which people visibly 
respond to. I am fascinated by 
this and strive to understand 
the reaction; the instinctive 
appreciation of beauty & 
proportion.” He weaves in the 
ancient concepts of sacred 
geometry into all of his work, 
be it furniture, sculpture or 
buildings. 

 

An itinerant artist, Palumbo travels frequently in order to 
immerse himself in rich creative environments. He has 
worked in Pietra Santa, Italy, The Bellas Artes in San Miguel 
de Allende, Mexico and China. He spent last  summer 
sculpting in Florence, Italy.

“For inspiration, technique, knowledge 
and wisdom I have sought and 
continue to seek the best artists, 
teachers and environments to study.” 

“Giving breath to a fistful of clay or 
pulse to a crucible of molten metal 
defines art for me.” 
Palumbo was bitten by the passion for travel and 
adventure when he was young. With plans ordered 
from the back of a magazine he built his first kayak at 
the age of fourteen. By his 20’s he was an 
experienced river runner. He continued on to run some 
of the  great white water rivers of the world, including 
   

“I have a foundation in objective classical training. 
My interest is not to replicate an object but to give 
life to what was previously unknown.”

Palumbo created a non-profit art center. Which supports art, artists and 
community projects. In addition to local and national artists, he has supported 
artists from Mexico, India and 
Zimbabwe. His philosophy is that 
the true measure of  wealth is not 
what is gained but what is given. 

“Sometimes we overlook or underrate an artists greatest strengths. With Giuseppe 
Palumbo, the ease of his execution and the humor that many of his pieces possess 
seem as if there were no effort at all. That is the magic. Like Willie Mays making a 
miracle catch in the outfield. It always looked so easy." 
Michael Sugarman, Owner
Sugarman Peterson Gallery, Sante Fe, New Mexico

He believes buildings should be 
designed as large public art 
pieces. Today he works almost 
exclusively in fine art. Giuseppe 
has many pieces in major 
collections around the world  and 
is represented in select galleries 
in the U.S. as well as in Italy. He 
has had recent exhibitions in 
Chicago’s SOFA, Red Dot Art 
Fair, Miami, The SF Fine Art Fair, 
and will be participating in the 
Palm Beach Art Fair with the 
Zimmer Gallery.

the Alsek in Alaska, the headwaters of the Amazon,  and the Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia. He has kayaked the length of the Grand Canyon multiple times 
including a solo winter descent. Being on the water is still a large part of his life 
and when he is sculpting on his boat is Sausalito he paddles most days. Now he 
brings the same sense of exploration and focus into the studio. As a yogi, 
sculpting has become an active meditation replacing extreme adventure.

Named after his 
daughter, the 
Brianna Marie 
condominium 
complex in 
Prospect New 
Town is the last of  
his major building 
projects.
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HE IS REPRESENTED BY:
Auberge du Soleil, Rutherford Ca
Coda Gallery, Palm Desert, Ca
IWolk Gallery, St Helena, Ca
Ma(i)sonry, Yountville, Ca
Rosenbaum Contemporary, Boca Raton, Fl
Smith Klein, Boulder, Co
Sugarman Peterson, Santa Fe, NM
il Frantoio, Capalbio Italy
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